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ANNOUI'ICER;  ”Uncle  Sam’s  Porest  ^angers* 

MUSICg  QUARTETooRANaER«S  SONO 

ANNOUWCERo  The  tovm  of  Newington^  Hgmpghlre,  has  one  of  the  oldest 
community  forests  in  that  state®  The  records  show  that  it  was  the  property 
of  the  town  a.s  early  as  the  year  1710 o Since  that  time  it  has  often  been 
of  great  value  to  the  people  of  Ne?jlngton  Aside  from  furnishing  a supply 
of  lumber  and  cord  wood,  it  has  given  work  to  many  of  the  townspeole®  Part 
of  the  town*s  Sivil  War  debt  was  paid  off  with  funds  from  the  forest  landj 
a new  water  system  was  installed  in  the  municipal  buildings j a new  library 
was  built,  and,  more  recently,  a fine  modern  schoolhouse,  all  with  the 
help  of  money  realized  from  the  town  forest®  At  present,  that  same  forest 
is  still  maintained  by  the  community,  in  order  that  it  may  always  be  an 
asset  to  the  people  of  Kewingtonc  Tq  supplement  our  National  forest  system 
and  bring  good  management  to  more  and  more  of  the  Nation's  forest  areas  the 
United  States  Porest  Service  is  encouraging  the  development  by  local  toymo 
and  counties  of  their  own  forests  to  be  maintained  as  permanent  sources  of 
benefit  for  the  coinraunltleso 

And  that's  the  particular  matter  of  interest  up  at  the  Ranger 
Station  today  as  we  make  our  weekly  trip  to  the  Pine  Uone  National  Pores t® 
here  we  are  at  the  Ranger  station,  where  we  find  Ranger  Jim  Robbins  in  his 
office,  talking  to  his  wife,  Bess  — ’ 

JIMS  (FADING)  Well,  1*11  tell  you,  Bess,  it  all  depends  on. what  I 

hear  from  Pred  MacBride  this  morning® 

BESSs  Has  Jerry  gone  for  the  mall? 

JIM?  Yee,  he® 11  be  back  any  minute  now® 

BESSs  Then  if  you  have  to  go  down  to  Big  Bend  you  won't  be  back  until 

late  tonight® 
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I reclcon  note 

you  tell  ^^red  you'd  be  there  If  they  were  going  to  have  a 
meeting*? 

-es^  He  ssid  he'd  let  me  know  for  sure  by  today » 

Here  comes  Jerry  nowo 
OPENS  MD  CLOSES 

(FADING-  IN)  Here's  the  .mail ^ Jimo  There's  a letter  from  Fred 
here^ 

That's  good.  Let’s  see  what  he  sayso 
ENVELOPE  BEING  OPENED  AIJD,  LETTER  EXTRACTED 

T saw  Mary  at  the  Post  Office,  ‘“'^e're  going  skiing  tonight  - uli 
•=-  that  iSj  unless  you  want  me  to  go  to  Hig  Bend  v/lth  you,  Jlirie 
(MO.GE  SERIOUSNESS)  son^  T'  11  probably  need  your  assistance 

How^  Jim,.  Don^t  you  pay  any  attention  to  him.  Jerrve  He 
just  this  moment  told  me  he  wouldn^t  need  you. 

Hid  I Bess? 

Bon't  you  remember*? 

^ell.  1 guess  T do  ”«■  (CHUCKLING)  if  you  say  ao<, 

G-olly_,.  that's  great o %at's  Fred  have  to  say? 
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Let^s  see  (READING-)  ««.  "Dear  JimS  The  town  council  will 
meat  in  my  office  at  3 PoM^  on  Pridayo^  That®s  this  afternoon 
isn*t  it*?  --  Ijet*s  see®  Then  he  sayso  *As  I told  yoUj  T nice 
your  idea  about  town  forests,  and  I think  the  rest  of  the 
council  would  like  to  hear  its  Of  course  we  can't  do  much  on 
it  noWo  But  this  meeting  is  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  means 
of  raising  money  for  a new  school  building^  and  pretty  near  any 
ideas  are  worth  listening  to^  The  town  needs  money  in  a bad  way 
and  sooHo  The  present-  school  building  is  in  such  terrible 
condition  that  we  may  have  to  condemn  ito  T have  been  working 
with  Ben  Coyle^  a young  fellow  on  the  council^  trying  to  raise 

moViey  any  way  possibleo  (FADING)  btat  you  can't  build  a school 

house  on  a couple  of  dollars  and  a promise 
MUSICS  UP  AND  OUT 

FREDS  (65^  CONSERVATIVScoCAUTIOUSo.o FADING  IN)  Hello,  courthouse? 

^^■ive  me  deeds  and  titles,  please  Hello  - This  is  Pred 
MscBride  Yeso  Ssy„  I wonder  if  you  can  locate  those  lots 
that  the  town  ie  supposed  to  ownc  T've  heard  of  * em^,  but  T 
never  did  know  where  they're  supposed  to  beo  The  council's 
meeting  at  3 o'clock  and  I^d  like  to  get  the  information  before 
themo  Hhuli  «<-  ^ellf  T'll  be  at  my  officoo  Can  you  call  me 
back  as  soon  as  you  find  them?  Thank  you^*  ■ 

DOOR  OPENS  AND  CLOSES 

COYLES  (FADING  IN  35  ALSRTo o o IMPATIENT ) Fredp  are  you  busy?  T 

went  to  talk  to  youo 

No,  sit  down,  Coyle*  ^et's  worrying  you? 


FREDS 
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■cori.Es 

l^odk,  Predp  just  come  from  the  prinolpal'^s  office  at  the 

school  bulldingo  He’s  got  a pile  of  letters  as  high  as  your 
desk  from  the  parents  of  those  kids^  Pretty  near  every  one  of 
'em  says  they’ll  keep  their  kids  home  If  we  don^t  do  something 
about  a new  bulldlngc  ■^hd  you  can’t  blame  ’em 

PRSDs 

And  you  canH  build  schools  without  moneys 

COYLES 

But  we’ve  got  to  get  some.,  ^.y?  if  a story  gets  Into  the  papers 
about  Big  Bend  not  being  able  to  provide  a decent  school  building 

business  will  all  go  to  the  dogs  before  we  can  say  scato 

FREDS 

I'm  not  ?7orrled  so  much  about  business  as  1 am  about  these 

chlldreno  Ihey  can't  possibly  go  throu^  another  winter  under 

COYLES 

such  conditions o 

^ellp  you’ve  been  on  the  council  for  yearso  %at  did  you  do  to 

raise  money  before  this? 

FRED; 

We  haven't  ever  raised  very  miichp  sono 

COYLE s 

There  ought  to  be  plenty  of  ways  to  go  at  it,  Bon't  we  have 

FREDS 

anything  we  can  sellj  any  property? 

Wa  have  some  land  that  we  bought  up  cheap  for  taxes  onceo 

there  probably  v;ouldn*t  be  much  value  to  It  if  the  owners  let 

COYLES 

it  go  that  essyo 

Boes  it  have  any  buildings  on  it? 

FREDS 

1 don't  think  sOo  There  may  be  a few  trees.  But  that’s  about 

alio  1 celled  the  coiirthouse  just  before  you  came  in  to  try  to 

find  out  where  it's  located^ 

COYLES 

^e*ll  have  to  take  some  action  tods.y , or  we  may  have  trouble 

on  our  hands » 
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^ aslced  Jim  RobbirsSj,  • — he®s  the  Forest  Hanger  at  binding 
Creekp  ^ asked  him  to  come  down  todaje  He's  got  an  idea 
about  having  a town  forest  that  sounds  good  to  me© 

can®t  sit  around  and  wait  for  trees  to  grow  up©  Mid  besides, 
wha.t®s  a town  forest  got  to  do  with  raising  money? 

^ettin'  excited  about  it  won't  help  matters  any© 

^ell,  somebody's  got  to  stir  up  things  around  herec 
RINCS;  RECEIVER  LIFTED 

HellOp  MacBrlde  speaking  — yee  Wait  'till  J write  that 
down  --  All  right  « starts  at  the  north  corner  of  the 
Gesetary  and  runs  north  to  r shall  * s farm  - yes  ==  yes  - le 

that  right?  Weii^,  I didn't  know  that  « Hhuh  An  right 
Thanks 

Hid  you  say  north  of  the  Cemetary?  The  town  owns  that  land? 
Yeso  Clear  up  to  Marshall's  place  and  straight  west  to  the 
creeko  T dldn^t  know  there  was  that  much  of  It© 

And  it's  got  some  good  timber  on  It,  too© 

You're  right  as  can  be,  son© 

I wonder  how  much  it's  worth? 

There's  one  way  to  find  outo 

T'll  go  out  there  right  now,  before  the  meetingo  you  come 

with  me? 

afraid  noto  I don't  know  when  Jim  Robbins  will  be  hereo 
T'll  go  myself  then©  And  I'll  stop  by  the  lumber  company's 
office  and  see  if  someone  there  nan  go  with  me©  might  as 
well  know  liow  much-  that  timber*  s v/ortho 
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I'm  afraid  It  won't  bring  muchj  but  we'll  have  something  to 
start  with  at' least o 

If  I'm  not  bacl?:  by  the  time  the  meeting  gets  gotngj.  tell  'em 
I®  11  be  here  as  soon  as  I can?  ^FADING-)  I 11  hop  In  my  car 

and  beat  it  right  over  to  the 

A:n3  OUT 

OF  SEVERAL  MEN  TALKIKO 

(FADE  IN)  Well,  I guess  we  ought  to  go  ahead  without  Coyle o 
But  I expect  he'll  be  here  any  minute  nowo  ( CONVERSA*TION 
CEASES)  He® 11  probably  have  at  least  an  estimate  on  the  value 
Oi  whatever  timber  happens  to  be  on  the  land^  I haven't  been 
out  that  way  In  quite  a while  myself.,  so  don't  know  what  it  . 
looks  likeo  But  as  I figure  it,  there '^s  no  sale  for  land  now 
and  we ^11  bo  lucky  if  we  can  get  a buyer  tor  the  lumber  on  its 
I^m  tellin'  you..  Fred..  we%’e  got  to  do  somethin'"  about  raisin' 
that  money  today..  Practically  everybody  that  came  in  my  store 
today  asked  me  what  the  council  was  gonna  do  about  it 
I was  talkin'  to  some  of  the  boys  at  the  feed  atoreo  they 

said  they'd  take  their  kids  down  to  ^mow  C’len  to  go  to  school 
if  we  didn't  have  a new  building  by  next  fallo 

And  if  they  take  their  kids  down  there^  that's  where  they'll  do 


their  business o 
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Weilp  I guess  all  of  you  know  that  our  town  debt's  got  so  big 
now  that  we  e8.n*t  borrow  enough  to  start  building  a new  schools 
We've  got  to  find  some  other  wayr,  — 3!  was  talking  to  ^im 
j^bblnsp  the  danger  at  Winding  Oreekp  about  starting  a to  wn 
forest  hereo  He  says  it  can  be  a good  source  of  money  for  most 
any  town^  He  said  he'd  be  here  for  the  meeting  today,, 

Hut  Howell  that  help  us  out  nowo 

It  won't.  Hut  there's  no  better  time  than  now  for  us  to  be 
looking  ahead  . 

OPENS  AND  CLOSES 
Here's  Coyls  now? 

{FADINC  IN)  Hello j everybody o Sorry p I^’m  late^  but  I had  a 
deuce  of  a time  trying  to  find  the  lumber  company  man., 

Did  you  get  hold  of  him? 

Nop  he's  out  of  town  today « But  I got  a fellow  I know  that  used 
to  be  with  the  Winding  Creek  Lumber  Company « 

What  did  he  think  the  timber' s worth? 

••a  aidn't  have  time  to  check  it  much.  But  he  said  it  couldn't 
\ ery  well  be  worth  more  than  five  or  six  thousand  dollars^ 

'1‘hat  ain't  enough  to  build  a new  schoolhouse 

Well.  it*^s  that  much  more  than  we  figured  on 

-^nd  the  quicker  we  can  sell  it  the  better o It'll  show  the 

people  in  this  town  that  we're  doing  what  we  can  to  raise 

moneyo 

If  we  could  wait  five  or  six  years  that  timber  might  be  worth 
^ whole  lot  more. 
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®ut  we  need  a new  school  building  nowo 

Why  donH  we  take  the  money  we  get  off  the  timber  and  repair  the 
old  school^ 

Repair  that  old  barn^  Ihat^'s  why  the  town®s  in  debt  now,  trying 
to  keep  the  blamed  place  from  falling  apart  , A new  building 
should  have  been  built  ten  years  agOo 

Coyle" s right  about  thato  The  building  isn®t  fit  to  repair^ 
Wellg  what  are  we  going  to  do  today? 

What  T think  we  ought. to  do  is  go-  ahead  and  sell  the  timber  out 
-rightp  and  try  once  more  to  get  a loan-..  We  might  .lust  as  wel^ 
put  the  lend  up  for  salCj,  too.  We  don’t  have  anything  to  lose 

by  It  a 

But  who® 11  buy  the  timber? 

This  fellow  that  went  out  with  me  said  he  thought  the  Winding 
Creek  Lumber  Cor^pany  would  take  it„  Tt^s  an  easy  haul  to  the 
railroad. 

We  can  ask  Jim  ^^obblns  when  he  gets  here^ 

Why  not  call  the  lumber  company  now?  The  quicker  we  sew  up 
the  dealn  the  better 

We®d  get  better  results  If  we  asked  for  bids^  T thinko 

Tt  would  take  a month  to  do  that..  The  Winding  Creek  Company  is 

a good  flrmo  They"  11  make  us  a fair  pricec 

Well,  we  ought  to  consider  what  terras  we  want  to  sell  ono 

Make  a deal  for  the  whole  thing;  that® s what  I sayo  T don’t 

think  we  can  do  it  any  other  wayo 

But  if  they  cut  it  clean,  the  land® 11  be  worth  next  to  nothingo 
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It's  not  worth  much  more’n  that  now.  <i^et®s  take  a vote  on  ito 
’^e're  only  wasting  good  time. 

B^at  I°d  like  to  see  whst  Jim  Bobbins  thinks  about  it  firsts 
Oh.  we  can  talk  about  toivn  forests  and  playgrounds  and  that 
sort  of  thing  later  oho  I*d  say  to  get  somebody  from  the  lumber 
company  down  here  first  thing  in  the  morning  -hen  we* 11  have 
sometliing  to  tell  the  people  of  this  town  when  they  ask  what 
we "re  doing  to  get  money  for  the  new  school 

Here’s  Jim  HobbinSo  Come  on  in,.  Jim. 

>• 

> 

(FADING-  IN)  I would  have  got  here  sooner.  Br'ed,  but  I had  to 
finish  up  some  things  at  the  office  before  I lefti> 

That°a’a3J  right Jim-  Men.  this  Is  Banger  Jim  Bobbins.  I told 
you  I asked  him  to  come  dovm  here  to  talk  to  us  today.  Have  a 
chair.  Jim. 

IhankSo  How’s  the  school  house  business  coming  along? 

•J-t's  not  coming  along.  Jimo  .things  don"t  lock,  very  good.. 

Bay,  Ms:*..  Bobbins^  do  you  know  anyone  at  the  Ending  C^eek  Lumber 
Company? 

I reckon  I do.  MigtePo  ^^nyone  in  particular  you  want  to  know 
about? 

^ellp  It  seems  like  the  only  asset  this  town  has  is  a piece  of 
timber  land,  and  we  want  to  sell  the  timber  on  it  as  soon  as 
we  can.,  You  see  the  people  around  here  want  some  action ^ and 
we've  got  to  produce  Ito 
Hov-r  big  is  this  piece  of  timber? 
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Maybe  about  five  hundred  acres o 
^hat  hind  of  timber® s on  it? 

I don®t  knowo  Pine  I guess©  *rhat*s  about  all  ^ saw  today  when 
1 looked  it  overo 

Po  you  knovr  if  it®s  mature  timber? 

Big  trees  you  mean? 

Well  — yes© 

Quite  a few  of  ® em© 

Has  the  land  been  burned  over  in  the  last  » say;,  ten  years? 

1 don®t  know» 

1 donH  think  it’s  ever  been  burned  over,  Jim., 

It  hasn®t,  eh?  And  you  want  to  sell  the  timber  outright  to 
get  money  as  soon  as  possible? 

We  Gen®t  do  anything  else« 

Ag  it  is^.  V7e  won^t  make  enough  off  the  timbe??  to  start  building 
our  school a 

Ha«  ■?'’our  land  ever  been  logged  before? 

It®s  been  standln^  idle  for  over  fifty  years,. 

Wellg  of  course  1 haven't  examined  the  timber.,  ®ut  if  you  have 
five  hundred  acres  of  forest  that  hasn’t  been  burned  or  cut  over 
in  the  past  fifty  years^  l‘d  say  you  have  a piece  of  property 
that's  worth  more  than  you  seem  to  think  it  is, 

What  do  you  me^n? 

With  the  proper  kind  of  management  you  can  make  a paying  forest 
out  of  Ito 
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Butj  Mr«  .Robbins,  we  don*t  ha’^e  time  to  play  around  with  Ito 
We '’•re  got  to  build  a sohoolhouse  before  next  fall;  and  somehow 
we've  got  to  get  the  money  to  pay  for  it 

say  that  was  e poor  way  to  do  business,  mister-  you 
realize  that  If  you  leave  enough  timber  on  your  land  to  mature 
for  a future  crop  that  you  have  something  which  you  can  offer 
as  security  for  a loan? 

^ou  think  we  can  borrow  on  It? 

I dOo  -And  you  can  also  cut  all  the  timber  that's  mature  now  and 
make  a profit  thato 

I xifever.  thought  of  that 
^t  sounds  like  a fine  idee, 

And  another  thingc  I think  it  would  be  more  to  the  benefit  of 

yuur  town  If  you®d  cut  your  timber  by  local  labor  end  then  sell 

it-  3!®ia  sure  the  lumber  people  will  cooperate,  and  that ^11  help 

you  wxth  your  local  relief  problems o 

that ^8  pretty  smart,  Mr,  P^obbins 

Gentlemen,  ^‘’d  like  to  see  the  town  of  Bxg  ^end  maintain  that 

forest  as  a permanent  community  asset,  %en  you've  realized  the 

l-,imed..ate  value  In  the  mature  timber,  like  to  see  long  range 

plans  of  management  worked  up  that  will  keep  the  timber  growling 

- more  timber  that  will  help  to  pay  for  other  schoolhoxises  and 

other  community  needs  in  years  to  comeo  And  along  with  it  the 

forest  can  become  a home  for  -wildlife  and  a place  for  healthful 

recreationo  ^hat*s  forestry,,  as  we  ^orest  Rangers  see  it  - and 

it  can  be  practiced  on  lands  great  or  small,  to  yield  both 

economic  and  socisl  and  spiritual  returns  for  the  good  of  our 
people^ 
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^t’'s  a luclfcy  thing  for  us  that  you  got  here  when  you  did.  '^im« 


Uncle  Sam*  s forest  ^angers  comes  to  you  every  Fj^iday  on  the 
^^arm  and  Home  Kourp  through  the  eouitesy  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Comps.ny,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  United  States 
Forest  Service o 
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